Lowercase People

A poem by 

Walter Wangerin, Jr.
a   with his belly, but sits and looks.  What can an old man see?
b     comes bumping into my room.

c     pinches him.

d  turns ‘round and marches out of the room again.

e    eats corn on the cob.

f  can’t; she has buck teeth.

g  hangs one leg over her seat.

h  has the answer:  “Teacher, teacher, call on me!”

i  can hide, the littlest soldier of all; that’s me.

k  can’t see; he walks with a white cane tapping.

j  in the day is a cheerleader jumping; at night she kneels to pray.

l  all alone, is waiting for someone to choose her, too.

m might sneeze.


m says things like, “The bee’s knees,” then tickles me with kisses --- because



m is the moustache on my daddy’s lip.

n holds his nose high in the air.

o  has a big mouth:  “Off!” he hollers.  “Get off my bike!”

p and    q play chequers together.

r  just threw a rock and is scared it’ll break that window.

s  is deceitful, smiling one way and frowning the other.
t  takes big bites.

u  has his nose to the ground his legs stuck up in the air.

v  “Hooray!”

w  dives down like a hawk from the sky.

x  is the face of my calico coat.

y  is my cat’s tail.

And  z  is the face of the man my calico scratched.                                                   

The face of the fellow whose window r cracked.  
The face my brother whose bicycle crashed.  
Mad, mad, the angry z z z s. 
Mad at the world and me!

While I and my daddy eat corn on the cob,                                                                                With l, whom I chose as my friend; v, u, and h sing, “Hip, hooray!”                       Since g and j have come to play,                                                                                   With r, t, e, and n.

So that’s what the man with the belly can see. 
A party of letters --- plus i, that’s me.                                                                                        
      An abecedarian fiddle-dee-dee,
      An alphabet of friends.
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